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Conservatives wanted property requirements

Patriots wanted equal rights for almost all men
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Northwest Ordinance - 1787
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To matrix, p. 13-14

Shays' Rebellion

• Farmer’s income decreased while 
   taxes increased

• Farmers who could not pay their 
  debts had their farms taken away by 
  the courts.
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militia to stop the rebellion

-The farmers needed more guns to 

January 1787, but were defeated. 

Confederation government was not 
working and the US needed a new, 
stronger government
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Day 2 - Articles of Confederation

Entrance task: For 1 point extra credit, 
write down three problems with the 
Articles of Confederation and give it to 
me within 1 minute of the bell ringing. 
Today: Weaknesses with A of C
Homework: Ch. 5-2 due Thursday

      Ch. 5-3 due Friday
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Placard Feature
Why was this included in 
the Articles of 
Confederation?

Possible problems with 
this feature

A
No chief 
executive

Past experience 
with a king

Fear of losing 
states' rights

Lack of leadership from 
central government. No 
single leader for the 
government.

B
Laws needed 
approval by nine 
of the 13 states

Wanted to protect 
individual states 
power.Fear of a strong 
central government.

Made it nearly 
impossible to pass 
laws and get 9 states 
to agree on anything

C

Congress did not 
have the power to 
tax citizens. It 
could only 
request tax 
money from 
states.

Past experience with 
British taxation

Infringed upon states' 
rights

States often chose not to 
pay taxes, and the federal 
government didnt have the 
funds to operate 
effectively.

D

Congress did not 
have the power to 
draft an army. It 
could only 
request states to 
send men for 
military services.

Fear of a central 
government with a strong 
army that might take 
away citizens rights.

No way to enforce 
Articles and national 
laws

* Shays' Rebellion

P. 13-14

Placard Feature
Why was this included 
in the Articles of 
Confederation?

Possible problems with this 
feature

E No national court system

Fear of a central 
government with a court 
system that might be 
unfair to the rights of 
states

No way to settle disputes 
between states

F

Any amendments 
(changes) to the Articles 
must be approved by all 13 
states

Didn't want too 
much changed too 
often.

Nearly impossible to make 
changes to Articles.Any one state 
could stop an amendment that all 
the other states wanted.

G

Congress did not have the 
power to collect state debts 
owed to the federal 
government

Fear of a strong central 
government that could 
force states to pay for 
things they didnt want.

Federal government had 
no money to carry out its 
programs

H
Congress did not have the 
power to settle disputes 
among states

States feared a 
strong central gov. 
and wanted to 
retain their power

Disputes among states often 
could not be resolved.Created 
disunity among states.
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Homework: Ch. 5-2 due Thursday
       Ch. 5-3 due Friday

: Listen to this song and 
a sentence or two that explains its 
connection to the Constitutional Convention

Rocky
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The Cons tu onal Conven on
May 1787 (Philadelphia)

- Called in response to disputes amongst states and 
  violent outbreaks (Shays' Rebellion)
- Met for the purpose of amending the Articles of 
  Confederation
      -  Fifty-Five delegates from every state except Rhode 
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Packet p. 22

Madison
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in 1776-1780
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Pages 25-28
class packet
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Federalists "won" because they:
* They would likely expand
   trade and commerce
* Had the support of newspaper
  publishers in key areas
* Were well presented in The 
   Federalist papers
* Had famous supporters in
   Washington & Franklin

Ratification required compromise
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Bill of Rights
video clip

Articles of Confederation Constitution of the United States

Stats have most of the power. The 
national government has little

States have some of the power, but most 
power is given to the federal government

No executive officer to carry out the 
laws of Congress

A President heads the executive branch 
of the government

No federal court  Only state courts 
exist

Both national and state courts exist

Congress is responsible to the states Congress is responsible to the nation

Nine out of 13 states have to approve a 
law before it can go into effect

Laws may be passed by a majority vote 
of both houses of Congress

Congress has no power to tax Congress given the power to tax

Congress cannot regulate trade among 
the states

Congress given the power to regulate 
interstate  and foreign trade

Each state coins its own money There 
is no national currency

Only the federal government has the 
power to print/coin money

P. 24
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Popular Sovereignty
The people are the only source of 
government power

Limited government The government has only that power that is 
given by the Constitution

Separation of powers
The government's power is divided among 
three branches: legislative, executive, and 
judicial 

Federalism
The federal government and state 
governments share power

Checks and balances
Each branch of government has the power to 
limit the actions of the other two

Representative government Citizens elect representatives to government to 
make laws

Limitations of the Power of Government
a. Reserved powers
b. Checks and balances
c. Bill of Rights
d. Elections
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The Three Branches of Government
Separation of Powers and 
Checks and Balances

Judicial Branch 
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a law is constitutional

& may impeach them
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- division of power where federal government controls
some things and the states control others.
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